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Greece-China Relations in the 
past

O Typical relations of geographically distant 

countries

O Occasional visits

O Respect of the two civilizations and cultures

O Various agreements without serious outputs



Agreement on Trade Actions Payment 1973

Open Shipping Agreement 1973 & 1995

Intercultural Cooperation and Exchanges Agreement 1978

Cooperation on Tourism Agreement 1988

Cooperation on Public Safety Agreement 1995

Agreement on the Avoidance of Double Taxation 2002

MoU on Cooperation in the Agricultural Sector 2002

Water Resources Memorandum of Cooperation 2003

Indicative list of agreements



Indicative List of Official Visits

O 1979: Kon/nos Karamanlis (first visit of 

Greek PM to China)

O 1986: Andreas Papandreou

O 2000: Jiang Zemin

O 2002: Kostas Simitis





The New Era

O 2006: Kostas Karamanlis

O 2008: Karolos Papoulias

O 2008: Hu Jindao

O 2010: Wen Jiabao

O 2011: Jia Quinglin

O 2013: Antonis Samaras

O 2014: Li Keqiang

O 2015: New government reaches China
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Events

2005: Vassilis Constantakopoulos criticises the Greek Government for not facilitating investments

5 April 2005: Vassilis Constantakopoulos meets with Greek prime minister Karamanlis

19-21 January 2006: Greek prime minister Karamanlis visits China

A Comprehensive Strategic Partnership is signed

Karamanlis meets with COSCO’s President Captain Wei Jiafu

Among other, the two countries decide to further co-operate in the field of sea transport (

26 July 2006: Greek prime minister Karamanlis meets with COSCO President 

27 July 2006: Greek prime minister Karamanlis participates in the christening of Cosco Hellas owned by 

Vassilis Constantacopoulos

March 2007: Meeting between China’s Commerce minister Bo Xilai and Greek Financial minister George 

Alogoskoufis, minister Bo said ‘China was ready to intensify trade and economic co-operation with 

Greece, especially in the shipping sector’

June 2008: Greek President Karolos Papoulias visits China. In his talks he underlines that 60 percent of 

the Chinese maritime import trade is conducted by Greek-ownership cargo ships, pointing out that 

Chinese shipyards have undertaken to build a large number of Greek-owned ships (Greek Embassy 

2008)

November 2008: Chinese President Hu Jintao visits Greece. In his meeting with Greek prime minister 

Karamanlis he proposes giving priority to co-operation on marine transportation (2nd point of co-

operation)

25 November 2008: COSCO signs concession agreement for operating and developing Piers 2 and 3 of 

the port of Piraeus in Greece









Shipping

O 2010: creation of special Greek-Chinese 

Fund with $5 bn earmarked

O 2014: Posidonia – the chinese presence 

was the 2nd largest

O 2014: China Development Bank – Special 

Fund for financing Greek Shipping

O 2015: “Year for Maritime Cooperation 

between Greece and China”



Shipping

61%

Energy

37%

Wine

1%

General 

Commerce

1%

Sectoral Breakdown June '14 Business Agreements





Chinese Shipbuilding Industry

O Chinese shipyards have become a crucial 

global player

O It is estimated that 2.300+ contracts are 

currently in place in Chinese shipyards

O A 91 bn $ industry















The OBOR Catalyst (?)

O Continuation of “as is” environment 

O 60-65% of crude oil and 50% of commodities 
trade 

O Increased interest to pass more freights 
through Piraeus and other Greek ports

O Further enhancement of the “Door to 
Europe” potential







The OBOR Catalyst (?)

O Greek ships mainly consist of bulk carriers 

and tankers

O Change towards containerships

O Everything is connected to OBOR and the 

CEE route – with railroad infrastructure 

setting the pace of development



A preliminary conclusion

O Greek shipping has acted as mediator between the 

two countries

O Bilateral ties are stronger than before – frequent 

visits, direct contacts

O Nevertheless, the need for third parties pushing an 

agenda or bringing attention to economic 

opportunities for both sides will be handy at times


